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MEET EDSON & AVITUS
No one should experience what these boys have.

More than half of Ugandan children live
in vulnerable situations

On the evening of Saturday 1st October 2016, Niwandinda Avitus (16)
and Nshabohurira Edson (10) were battered and brutally beaten with
heavy sticks, pelted with stones, and cut with sharp objects by the
community of Kanyanchende village, Uganda.
Accused of stealing food, these young boys were then tied up with
ropes and mercilessly set ablaze using petrol.
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Some local people heard the screams and ran to the scene,
only to find the boys desperately struggling to put out the
fire on their burning bodies. Whilst they couldn't do much,
because of the ropes that bound them together, they
managed to put out the flames.
The burns were so severe and their cries were so feeble,
that almost all hope was gone.
A volunteer carried the boys to Kanungu Health Centre; a
task made more difficult because of the need to protect
burnt skin and flesh from further damage. Kanungu Health
Centre administered emergency first aid, but it was beyond
the capability of the centre to fully treat the boys due to
the severity of the injuries sustained. Edson and Avitus
were referred to Bwindi Community Hospital the next day;
a gruelling 11 hour drive away in unbearable pain.

"It's
unfortunate
those
scavengers
survived."
QUOTE FROM A
COMMUNITY MEMBER TO
DR BIRUNGI FROM
BWINDI COMMUNITY
HOSPITAL

The boys lost their father early on and their
mother had mental health problems
Since their fathers death, the brothers were left to take care of
themselves. Their mother's illness meant she roamed the streets
and her exact whereabouts were not known. Fending for themselves
with no food, shelter, or close relatives to take care of them, it was
desperation that drove them to steal the food. SFL were contacted
by Bwindi Community Hospital requesting help with providing the
next steps required in helping the boys fully recover.
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Edson & Avitus are now healthy, happy, and in school
Sustain For Life (SFL) placed the boys in school and they are
performing very well; Edison was top of his class twice in 2017.
SFL have also funded the treatment and rehabilitation of the
boys' mother for her mental illness.
The boys received reconstructive plastic surgery in December
2018 to help with their movement; Avitus in particular had very
little movement of his head and arms. Both boys are healing well.

"EDSON IS
TOP OF HIS
CLASS!"
QUOTE FROM EDSONS
TEACHERS AT SCHOOL

Edson and Avitus have a brighter future ahead of them
Sustain For Life created and implemented a programme for treatment, rehabilitation, training and reintegration. This programme set out to achieve 4 key outputs;
1. Three healthy people (Edson, Avitus and their mother) able to lead normal and fulfilling lives.
2. Two boys trained in income generating trades, ready to become self-supporting adults.
3. A mother who is re-engaged with her family and established in an income generating project.
4. A community well prepared to integrate Edson and Avitus back into the local population.
No child, regardless of background or circumstance should experience what Edson and Avitus have been
through. By working with the local community, SFL have positively changed the lives of two young boys, a
mother and the way a community views its most vulnerable people. The programme's success highlights that,
given a chance, everyone can become active and valued members of a community.
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